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I'm looking for information on tourism in Germany and have 
no idea which German libraries I should consult. 

What can I do?
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http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk.html
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Union catalogues in Germany

•SWB(BSZ)
•BVB
•GBV
•HBZ
•Hebis
•KOBV
•ZDB
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SWB 216 10,7 32,6
(BSZ)
BVB 98 8,5 31,1
GBV 193 22,0 49,4
HBZ 279 13,2 29,0
Hebis 23 4,7 10,9
KOBV 372 7,2 35,1
ZDB 146           1,2            6,2
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Libraries 
with online 
cataloguing

title 
records 
(million)

holding 
records 
(million)

Union 
catalogues
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Union Catalogue

• search in local OPAC

• participating libraries do the

cataloguing

• use of existing title records 74%

• use of records from external sources 5%

• original cataloguing 21%

• search in union OPAC
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Distinctive features
KOBV
• Cataloguing in the local system
• Search engine instead of a central union catalogue
ZDB
• Nationwide database for serials; data transfer to all 

union catalogues
• Editorial office: Staatsbibliothek Berlin (State Library in 

Berlin)
• System administration: Die Deutsche Bibliothek 

(German National Library)
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Why Do We Need Union Catalogues?
• Cooperative cataloguing (shared records)
• Use of records from external sources
• Use of authority files
• Standardized codes
• Integrated library systems
• Overall retrieval
• Improved inter-library loan

Aim

Economisation
Quality improvement

User:
1. Libraries
2. Patrons
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Features Of Regional Union Catalogues

• Cooperative cataloguing in a common database according to a 
set of rules

• Cooperative cataloguing in the union catalogue of serials (ZDB)
• Cooperative subject analysis according to RSWK/RVK/DDC
• Instrument for information desks
• Instrument for inter-library loan
• Data flow and connection to the local catalogues
• Data exchange with nationwide catalogues
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Authority Files in Union Catalogues

Personal names → PND
Subject keywords → SWD
Corporate bodies → GKD
Serials → ZDB
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External Sources for Cataloguing (SWB/BSZ)
German National Bibliography (DNB) 

Series A, B, C, G, H, M, N, T (German)
British National Bibliography (BNB)
Library of Congress (LoC): English Books
Casalini Libri (Ital.) 
Indian Books by DK-Agencies 
Aux Amateurs de Livres - AAL (French) 
Erasmus Rotterdam (French and Engl.) 
Iberbook (Spanish) 
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Participating Libraries

• mainly academic libraries of universities, 
colleges, research centres, ministries, 
museums, etc.

• no company libraries
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Cooperation Between Union Catalogues
Aims of the Consortium of Library Networks
• To introduce and provide common innovative 

services
• To establish agreements on common standards 

for data communication
• To represent member interests in official bodies 

and institutions
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Current Examples for the Cooperation of Union
Catalogues
• Online inter-library loan between union catalogues
• Introduction of MARC21 instead of the German format 

MAB
• Discussion about the introduction of AACR instead of the 

German code RAK 
AACR and RAK have different structures
AACR as future standard?

• Coordinate cataloguing of new literature to avoid 
duplication of work
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Union Catalogue Software
SWB (BSZ)
GBV CBS4 by OCLC PICA
Hebis
ZDB
BVB
HBZ Aleph by ExLibris
KOBV
IDS (German-speaking Switzerland)
Austrian Library Network Aleph by ExLibris
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Local Software in Libraries
One common local system in:
• GBV: LBS by OCLC PICA
• Hebis: LBS by OCLC PICA
• BVB: SISIS
• KOBV: Aleph by ExLibris
Different local systems in:
• SWB (BSZ): Horizon, SISIS, Libero, Aleph, and others
• HBZ: SISIS, Aleph, Libero, and others
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Innovative Services of Individual Union Catalogues

• Portals / Digital Library in all union catalogues with 
access to all kinds of commercial databases and online 
catalogues

• Catalogue enrichment (scanned tables of contents, 
abstracts, book reviews; SWBplus by BSZ)

• Virtual Information Desk (project BSZ)



Dr. Marion Mallmann-Biehler    BSZ      8.04.2005 22

MINERVA – MINERVA-PLUS – Conference / 
Workshop

Libraries, Archives, Museums

BSZ offers support and service to libraries, archives, and 
museums :
• Technical advice and support in all areas
• Local systems for libraries (mainly Horizon by Dynix)
• Webhosting and other services for archives 
• Cataloguing for museums (IMDAS-PRO by Joanneum 

Research, Graz); digital catalogues for web presentation 

next picture: Badisches Landesmuseum, Karlsruhe
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software: pan-net-catalogue/Pandora Neue Medien GmbH

http://www.landesmuseum.de/sammlungs/set.html
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Internet Portal for Libraries, Archives, Museums

BSZ developed the portal in a project of the German 
Research Foundation (DFG). In the future the Prussian
Cultural Heritage Foundation and the Federal Archive will

join the project.

next picture: BAM-Portal
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to the results
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Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Marion Mallmann-Biehler
Bibliotheksservice-Zentrum Baden-Württemberg

http://www.bsz-bw.de
Tel.: 0049(07531)88-2352

Email: zentrale@bsz-bw.de


